Drug Policy and Prisoners: The Facts

The United States operates the largest prison system in the world. 120,000
The overall U.S. incarceration rate is eight times that of similar
democracies.’
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Nationwide, the prison population grew by 25,000 in 2007, bringing it
to almost 1.6 million. Another 723,000 people were in local jails. The 80,000
number of American adults is about 230 million, meaning that, right now,
one in every 99.1 adults is behind bars. Incarceration rates are even 60,000
higher for some groups. One in 36 Hispanic adults is now imprisoned, as
is one in 15 black adults, and one in nine black men between the ages of
20 and 34.2 44,000
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If recent incarceration rates remain unchanged, an estimated one of 20,000 — Ny
every 15 Americans (6.6%) will serve time in a prison during their Immigration | Violent .
lifetime. For African-American men, that number is one in three. (32%).® 0

In 1985, our incarceration rate was 313 per 100,000 population. As of
December 2006 it was 751 per 100,000. The largest single factor
contributing to this imprisonment wave is a ten-fold rise in drug 200,000 - : — . . :
convictions.* ’ Federal Prisoner

Population 1914 - 2008

Drug arrests have more than tripled in the last 25 years, totaling a 150,000
record 1.8 million arrests in 2005. Drug offenders in prisons and jails Sources: Bureau of Justce STatislies, BUIEtin NG
have increased 1100% since 1980. Nearly a half-million (493,800) ala Cata el Hisery of PamBon
persons are in state or federal prison or local jail for a drug offense, 100,000 AT e
compared to an estimated 41,100 in 1980. Nearly 6 in 10 persons in ’ | Reform Act (SR
prison for a drug offense have no history of violence or high-level drug 3521, Prasldere /
selling activity.5 50,000 | 120, 1932 Acota il —— }/
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Get the Facts! WWW- drugwarfacts. Org These graphs and more are available at -7
november.org/graphs

We depend on donations from people like you — please join today!

November Coalition Foundation
282 West Astor ¢ Colville, WA 99114

Ph/Fx: (509) 684-1550 « moreinfo@november.org « www.november.org
Annual dues are $30 ($15 students, $10 prisoners)

Working to end drug war injustice

The November Coalition is a 501 (c) (3) organization. Your gift or donation is tax deductible.




