
W
hat To
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o
 If Y

o
u
’re

S
topped B

y The
P

olice
Think care

fu
lly

about your w
ords, m

ovem
ent, body

language, and em
otions.

D
o
n’t ge

t into
 an argu

m
e
nt

w
ith the police.

R
em

em
ber, anything yo

u
 say o

r do
can be used

against you.
K

e
e
p yo

u
r hands

w
here the police can see them

.
D

o
n’t ru

n. D
o
n’t to

u
ch

any police officer.
D

o
n’t re

sist
even if you believe you are innocent.

D
o
n’t co

m
plain

on the scene or tell the police
they’re w

rong or that you’re going to file a com
plaint.

D
o
 no

t m
ake

 any state
m

e
nts

regarding the incident.
A

sk fo
r a law

ye
r

im
m

ediately upon your arrest.
R

em
em

ber o
ffice

rs’ badge
 &

 patro
l car

num
bers.

W
rite

 do
w

n e
ve

rything
you rem

em
ber AS

AP.
Try to find w

itnesses
&

 their nam
es &

 phone num
bers.

If you are injured, take
 pho

to
graphs o

f the
 inju

rie
s

as soon as possible, but m
ake sure you se

e
k

m
e
dical atte

ntio
n

first.
If you feel your rights have been violated, file

 a
w

ritte
n co

m
plaint

w
ith police departm

ent’s internal
affairs division or civilian com

plaint board, or call the
AC

LU
 hotline, 1

-8
7
7
-6

-P
R

O
FILE

.

K
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 C
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O
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R
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ELF.

4.
S

om
etim

es you can be released w
ithout bail, or have

bail low
ered. H

ave your law
yer ask the judge about this

possibility. You m
ust be taken before the judge on the next

court day after arrest.
5.

D
o not m

ake any decisions in your case until you have
talked w

ith a law
yer.

IN
Y

O
U

R
H

O
M

E

1.
If the police knock and ask to enter your hom

e, you
don’t have to adm

it them
 unless they have a w

arrant
signed by a judge.
2.

H
ow

ever, in som
e em

ergency situations (like w
hen a

person is scream
ing for help inside, or w

hen the police are
chasing som

eone) officers are allow
ed to enter and search

your hom
e w

ithout a w
arrant.

3.
If you are arrested, the police can search you and the

area close by. If you are in a building, “close by” usually
m

eans just the room
 you are in.

W
e all recognize the need for effective law

 enforcem
ent, 

but w
e should also understand our ow

n rights and respon-
sibilities – especially in our relationships w

ith the police.
Everyone, including m

inors, has the right to courteous and
respectful police treatm

ent. If your rights are violated,
don’t try to deal w

ith the situation at the scene. You can
talk to a law

yer afterw
ards, or file a com

plaint w
ith the

Internal Affairs or C
ivilian C

om
plaint B

oard. 
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. Tell us about your race- or ethnic-
based traffic or pedestrian stop. C

all 1-877-6-P
R

O
FILE or

go to aclu.org/profiling
w

w
w

.aclu.org
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1.
U

pon request, show
 them

 your driver’s license,
registration, and proof of insurance. In certain cases, your
car can be searched w

ithout a w
arrant as long as the

police have probable cause. To protect yourself later, you
should m

ake it clear that you do not consent to a search.
It is not law

ful for police to arrest you sim
ply for refusing

to consent to a search.
2 .

If you’re given a ticket, you should sign it; otherw
ise

you can be arrested. You can alw
ays fight the case in

court later.
3

.
If you’re suspected of drunk driving (D

W
I) and refuse

to take a blood, urine or breath test, your driver’s
license m

ay be suspended.

IF
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1.
You have the right to rem

ain silent and to talk to a
law

yer before you talk to the police. Tell the police
nothing except your nam

e and address. D
on’t give any

explanations, excuses or stories. You can m
ake your

defense later, in court, based on w
hat you and your law

yer
decide is best.
2.

Ask to see a law
yer im

m
ediately. If you can’t pay for a

law
yer, you have a right to a free one, and should ask the

police how
 the law

yer can be contacted. 
D

on’t say anything w
ithout a law

yer.
3.

W
ithin a reasonable tim

e after your arrest, or
booking, you have the right to m

ake a local phone call: to
a law

yer, bail bondsm
an, a relative or any other person.The

police m
ay not listen to the call to the law

yer.

1
.

W
hat you say to the police is alw

ays im
portant.

W
hat you say can be used against you, and it can give

the police an excuse to arrest you, especially if you bad-
m

outh a police officer.
2.

You m
ust show

 your driver's license and registration w
hen

stopped in a car. O
therw

ise, you don't have to answ
er any

questions if you are detained or arrested, w
ith one im

portant
exception. The police m

ay ask for your nam
e if you have been

properly detained, and you can be arrested in som
e states

for refusing to give it. If you reasonably fear that your nam
e is

incrim
inating, you can claim

 the right to rem
ain silent, w

hich
m

ay be a defense in case you are arrested anyw
ay.

3
.

You don’t have to consent to any search of
yourself, your car or your house. If you D

O
consent to a

search, it can affect your rights later in court. If the
police say they have a search w

arrant, A
S

K
 TO

 S
E
E
 IT.

4
.

D
o not interfere w

ith, or obstruct the police – you
can be arrested for it.
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E
S

TIO
N

IN
G

1.
It's not a crim

e to refuse to answ
er questions, but refus-

ing to answ
er m

ight m
ake the police suspicious about you.

If you are asked to identify yourself, see paragraph 2 above.
2
.

Police m
ay “pat-dow

n” your clothing if they suspect a
concealed w

eapon. D
on’t physically resist, but m

ake it
clear that you don’t consent to any further search.
3
.

Ask if you are under arrest. If you are, you have a
right to know

 w
hy.

4
.

D
on’t bad-m

outh the police officer or run aw
ay, even

if you believe w
hat is happening is unreasonable. That

could lead to your arrest.
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